Read and translate the text:
Text 21. Cultural practices 
Before planting a grower has to perform some tillage operations that in​sure proper environment for germination. The first tillage operation is plowing. It may be done either in the fall or1 in spring, depending on2 the crop and the region. Harrowing and rolling are the operations that are known to insure a level and firm seedbed.
Nowadays the traditional tillage practices are increasingly replaced by minimum tillage. Under minimum tillage the number of operations is re​duced. Farm machines can prepare the soil, apply fertilizers, and plant the seed in one operation. Main advantages of this method are lower soil com​paction and lower labour and energy costs. 
Planting the seed is usually done when the soil and the air are warm enough. For cereals to germinate well two factors must be controlled during planting: depth and rate. Everybody knows the depth of planting the seed to depend largely3 on the type of the soil and the size of the seed. The coarse seeds of corn and peas are to be planted much deeper than fine seeds of clover or alfalfa. The establishment of high-quality stand is also favoured by a proper seeding rate. Too thick or too thin sowing4 lowers grain pro​duction.
Harvesting is the last cultural practice. Mechanical harvesting helps farmers obtain highest yields of good quality.
Notes:
1. either … or – или… или
2. depending on  - в зависимости от

3. largely – в основном
4. thick sowing – загущенный посев; thing sowing – редкий посев
Learn the words.
coarse seed  - крупное семя
depth – глубина
firm seedbed – уплотнённая пашня
fine seed – мелкое семя
grower – фермер, земледелец
level seedbed – ровная пашня
to perform – выполнять
to plow – пахать
rate – норма
to reduce – уменьшать, сокращать
to roll – прикатывать (почву)

size – размер

stand – всходы, травостой

tillage – обработка земли
1.Call Russian equivalents international words
Situation, unbalanced, effectively, aeration, progressive, automatically, irrigation, importer, limited, unlimited, economist.
2. Fill in the blanks:

1. Coarse seeds are planted deeper than ... ... . 2. For the seedbed to be
firm it should be ... . 3. The depth of sowing depends on the seed .... 4. The
new tillage practice is known as ....... 5. To obtain a good stand the grower
should use a proper seeding ... .
3. Найдите в тексте и переведите предложения в которых говорится:

1) о времени проведения вспашки;

2) о том, как получают уплотнённую вспашку;

3) о преимуществах минимальной обработки почвы;

4) от чего зависит глубина посева;

5) какие культуры заделывают глубже;

6) что влияет на получение высококачественного травостоя.

4. Answer the following questions:

1. What is the first tillage operation?

2. What other tillage operations are neccesary before planting? What is minimum tillage? 
3. What are the advantages of minimum tillage? 
4. What factors are important during planting? 
Read and translate the text:
Text 22. Some farm machines dm the USA

Before 1930 most com was picked by hand, one ear at a time. Today self-propelled pickers are standard equipment on Corn Belt farms and in many other parts of the USA. One person operating a two-row picker can harvest more corn per day than ten hand pickers.
Although mechanical pickers are produced in a greater number every year much cotton is still picked by hand because many fields are too small or too rough for mechanical harvesting. One-row cotton picker can harvest as much cotton per hour as 50 hand pickers.

Learn the words.

an ear – початок
at a time – за один раз

a two-row – рядок
rough – неровный
an hour – час

1. Ответьте по-русски на вопросы:

1. О каких сельхозмашинах говорится в тексте?

2. Какова эффективность кукурузоуборочной машины по сравнению с уборкой вручную?

3. Почему хлопок иногда убирают вручную?
 2. Find English equivalents and make your own sentences with them.

Стандартное оборудование, один человек, собирать вручную, большое количество,  механизированная уборка.  
3. Insert necessary letters.

Equip_ent, _echanical, co_n, harves_, cot_on, h_nd.
Read and translate the text:
Text 23. History of the plow
First steel plows came to the fields of America in 1937. First plows were of the "walking" type, that is, the operator walked behind the plow while horses pulled it.
Some decades later the first riding plow was developed. The plow was mounted on wheels and pulled by two to four  horses.  It had a place for the operator to sit. The operator could plow two acres per day, as compared to about one acre with the walking plow.
Today there are tractor-drawn plows that can plow an acre or more per hour.
Learn the words.

steel – стальной
behind – идти за
some decades later – спустя несколько десятилетий

riding plow – едущий плуг
wheel – колесо
tractor-drawn – на тракторной тяге
1. Скажите по-русски: 
 а) о каких трёх видах плугов говорится в тексте; б) какой плуг является экономичным и более выгодным?

2. Complete the sentences: 

1.  Plows and various cultivators are used
2.  Self-propelled machines are those that
3.  Silage unloader and milking machines are powered
4.  Cereals are planted
________________________________________
a.
are not powered by tractors.
b.
with tractor-drawn drills.
    c. to till the soil.
    d. with electricity.

3. Find English equivalents and make your own sentences with them.

Плуг, получить развитие, колесо,  сегодня, акр, день,  лошади,  в сравнении, тянуть,  место, поле,  тип.

